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people like Leo Finn, who had been 
scheduled to start a clinical trial at a 
cancer institute in Boston to battle his 
liver cancer, but last week, he was told 
he couldn’t because of the shutdown. 

The National Institutes of Health has 
furloughed 73 percent of its staff. Leo, 
a father of three, says: 

Everyone talks about national parks, but 
the shutdown of the NIH is starting to affect 
people’s lives and whether someone will sur-
vive a disease. 

Now Leo’s life is on hold. 
It is time for Speaker BOEHNER to 

stop this recklessness. It is wrong. It is 
shameful. Bring a clean bill up for a 
vote. 

f 

PLAN FOR PAYING DOWN THE 
DEBT 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people understand the importance 
of making tough decisions and bal-
ancing their budgets. 

According to the Federal Reserve, 
over the past 3 months, Americans 
have worked to pay down their credit 
card debts by more than $6 billion; yet 
the United States Government con-
tinues to operate in the red, as it has 
operated in the red 55 of the last 60 
years. Our national debt now stands at 
$17 trillion. Now the administration is 
asking Congress to increase our debt 
by trillions more. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans do not want 
to raise the debt ceiling again unless 
they see a path towards paying down 
the national debt and balancing the 
Federal budget. American citizens can-
not take out a loan without a plan to 
pay it back. How can our Nation con-
tinue to borrow money without any 
plan to pay it back? 

Mr. Speaker, let’s stop the culture of 
debt and despair in Washington, D.C. 
Let’s put a plan in place to pay down 
our debt, and let’s get our country 
back on solid financial footing. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
EFFECTS ON CONSTITUENTS 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, as I 
awoke this morning and read my local 
newspaper, I realized that my dear 
friend Greg Taylor is lying in a medical 
bed, mostly paralyzed and barely able 
to breathe, as he copes with ALS, or 
Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

This past December, Greg lost his 
business. If this is not bad enough, 
Greg’s long-time partner of 28 years, 
Albert Sanchez, was just furloughed, a 
member of the Department of Defense. 
Although he may now return back to 
work, this stress is unbearable as they 
both struggle to make house payments. 
I failed to mention, they also have a 19- 
year-old son. 

Today is the ninth day of this gov-
ernment shutdown. We still must do 
something to stop this shutdown. 

Speaker BOEHNER, the Democrats 
have compromised by agreeing to your 
budget numbers. Now it is time for you 
to compromise by giving us a clean bill 
to vote for. 

Let’s stop this nightmare. I urge us 
to move forward. 

f 

b 1230 

IT’S TIME TO STOP PLAYING 
GAMES 

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, over 1 week ago, Senate Ma-
jority Leader HARRY REID shut down 
the government rather than have an 
honest conversation about the prob-
lems facing this country. 

The House has passed not one, not 
two, not three, but four separate bills 
that would have kept the government 
running, while ensuring basic fairness 
for all Americans under the President’s 
health care law. 

And even after the United States 
Senate rejected every single one of 
these bills, still House Republicans 
asked to simply have a conversation, 
and the Senate said no. 

So here we are. House Republicans 
are working and will continue to work 
to fund important government func-
tions like medical research and bene-
fits for our veterans. We hope the Sen-
ate and the President will join us in 
these efforts. 

It’s time for the President and the 
Senate to stop playing games at the ex-
pense of the American people. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JOHN 
DOLAN 

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, often peo-
ple overlook the treasures in their own 
backyards; and in Vermont, one of our 
treasures is the Vermont Institute of 
Natural Science, an institution that 
has provided environmental education 
for young Vermonters since the early 
1970s. It has provided help through edu-
cation, research, avian wildlife, and re-
habilitation programs. 

Thousands of children in New Eng-
land have grown up with VINS and 
taken the lessons they’ve learned 
about environmental responsibility and 
sustainability with them into their 
adult lives. 

Sustaining such a mission over the 
long term requires persistent work and 
agile leadership. Dolan has succeeded. 
He served as VINS president for 8 years 
and retired on October 1. 

John led VINS through a trans-
formation that made it more resilient. 

He brought renewed focus to the envi-
ronmental mission of VINS by enhanc-
ing the visitors center, expanding the 
nature camps, and hosting regional 
events focused on the environment. He 
created new partnerships, including an 
expansive research and education pro-
gram with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Dolan’s leadership helped VINS sus-
tain its inspiring mission, and he 
leaves the institute stronger than when 
he came. On behalf of all who have ben-
efited from VINS and who continue to 
enjoy it, I offer John my thanks and 
best wishes for his future. 

Vermonters are proud of this back-
yard treasure and heartened that VINS 
is here to stay. 

f 

LET’S TONE DOWN THE RHETORIC 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
House Republicans continue to call on 
Senate Democrats and the President to 
come to the table and negotiate. 

Here’s one way to start: let’s tone 
down the rhetoric. 

Is it proper to refer to someone you 
don’t agree with as a ‘‘hostage taker’’ 
or as a ‘‘legislative arsonist’’? 

I don’t think so. We may disagree on 
policy, but this kind of rancor will not 
solve anything. 

Let’s work together. It can be done. 
The House just passed a bill which was 
not just bipartisan but unanimous that 
guaranteed back pay for Federal work-
ers, and the bill has the support of the 
Senate and the President. That’s en-
couraging. 

Now the Senate should take up the 
other bipartisan funding bills we 
passed here in the House to fund things 
like medical research and veterans 
benefits. 

Let’s negotiate. The American people 
deserve for us to get this government 
reopened. 

I’m RANDY WEBER and I am proud to 
be an American. 

f 

LET’S MAKE D.C. LISTEN 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, when Sen-
ator CRUZ took to the Senate floor for 
21 hours to explain to the American 
public why the Congress had to shut 
down the government and breach the 
debt ceiling in order to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act, I listened carefully. 
One of the themes was, make D.C. lis-
ten. Make D.C. listen. 

We know, from polling, that 70 per-
cent of Americans oppose shutting 
down the government to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

But I went, on Monday, to listen to a 
couple of my constituents, Tamika 
Younger and Carla Carey, of Bridge-
port. These are two young mothers who 
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